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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&lt;p&gt;Microsoft, the developer of Windows, has registered 

several trademarks, each of which denotes a family of Windows operating systems 

that 8ï¸�â�£  target a specific sector of the computing industry. As of 2014, the fo

llowing Windows families were being actively developed:&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The next 8ï¸�â�£  major consumer-oriented release of Windows, Windows 95, w

as released on August 24, 1995. While still remaining MS-DOS-based, Windows 95 i

ntroduced 8ï¸�â�£  support for native 32-bit applications, plug and play hardware, p

reemptive multitasking, long file names of up to 255 characters, and 8ï¸�â�£  provid

ed increased stability over its predecessors. Windows 95 also introduced a redes

igned, object oriented user interface, replacing the previous Program 8ï¸�â�£  Manag

er with the Start menu, taskbar, and Windows Explorer shell. Windows 95 was a ma

jor commercial success for Microsoft; Ina 8ï¸�â�£  Fried of CNET remarked that &quot

;by the time Windows 95 was finally ushered off the market in 2001, it had 8ï¸�â�£  

become a fixture on computer desktops around the world.&quot;[28] Microsoft publ

ished four OEM Service Releases (OSR) of Windows 95, each 8ï¸�â�£  of which was roug

hly equivalent to a service pack. The first OSR of Windows 95 was also the first

 version 8ï¸�â�£  of Windows to be bundled with Microsoft&#39;s web browser, Interne

t Explorer.[29] Mainstream support for Windows 95 ended on December 31, 8ï¸�â�£  200

0, and extended support for Windows 95 ended on December 31, 2001.[30]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;After a lengthy development process, Windows Vista was released 8ï¸�â�£  on

 November 30, 2006, for volume licensing and January 30, 2007, for consumers. It

 contained a number of new features, 8ï¸�â�£  from a redesigned shell and user inter

face to significant technical changes, with a particular focus on security featu

res. It was 8ï¸�â�£  available in a number of different editions, and has been subje

ct to some criticism, such as drop of performance, longer 8ï¸�â�£  boot time, critic

ism of new UAC, and stricter license agreement. Vista&#39;s server counterpart, 

Windows Server 2008 was released in early 8ï¸�â�£  2008.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;In 2024 Microsoft announced that it would start using Git, an open sour

ce version control system created by Linus Torvalds 8ï¸�â�£  and in May 2024 they re

ported that the migration into a new Git repository was complete.[81][82][55]&lt

;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;While the Windows 9x series 8ï¸�â�£  offered the option of having profiles 

for multiple users with separate profiles and home folders, it had no concept of

 8ï¸�â�£  access privileges, allowing any user to edit others&#39; files. In additio

n, while it ran separate 32-bit applications in separate address 8ï¸�â�£  spaces, pr

otecting an application&#39;s code and data from being read or written by anothe

r application, it did not protect the 8ï¸�â�£  first megabyte of memory from userlan

d applications for compatibility reasons. This area of memory contains code crit

ical to the functioning 8ï¸�â�£  of the operating system, and by writing into this a

rea of memory an application can crash or freeze the operating 8ï¸�â�£  system. This

 was a source of instability as faulty applications could accidentally write int

o this region, potentially corrupting important operating 8ï¸�â�£  system memory, wh

ich usually resulted in some form of system error and halt.[96]&lt;/p&gt;
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